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1880. began in Dublin, it was announced that Parliament
Early meet- would meet on the 6th of January.   The conduct of

Ministers was hard to defend. They had appealed
to the law, and they would not wait for the law to
take its course. It was universally assumed that
a Bill for the suspension of personal freedom in
Ireland would be the first business of the new
year.

1881.      The trial in Dublin was actually proceeding
when Parliament met.     Those Members of the
House of   Commons who  were  also  defendants
preferred Westminster to the Four Courts ; and as
the case was a misdemeanour, not a felony, the
Judges were able to go on without them.    But the
disdain thus shown for constituted authority was
unfavoura"ble to the cause of law and order.    The
Queen's Speech contained the anticipated announce-
ment that additional powers were required by the
Irish Government for the protection of life and
property.    Mr. Forster had triumphed.    Mr. Glad-
stone, who had held out as long as he could, found
" to his dismay " that even Bright and Chamberlain
preferred suspension of Habeas Corpus to the more
stringent   forms   of  penal   law  accompanied   by
regular trial which he himself would rather have
proposed.1     Forster   had   been   persuaded   that
outrages were the work of a few men known to
the police, and that if he could clap these men in
prison, all would be well.   The Parnellites accepted
the Queen's Speech as a declaration of war, and
determined to exhaust the forms of the House in
opposing   the   Chief  Secretary's designs.     They
cared nothing for the House of Commons or for
the English people.     Their tactics were revolu-
tionary, and they were as much bent upon breaking
Parliament as Charles L himself.   Although there
were not forty of them, all told, their discipline

1 Moiie/s Life of Gladstone, ill 50.